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Excerpts From Evansville Audubon's Chapter Report to National Audubon

Many of our membership may be unaware that chapters of National Audubon must file annual reports. The report is
quite detailed and covers nearly a dozen categories. It may surprise you what our small chapter has managed to
accomplish with just a handful of unpaid volunteers!! Below are just a few of our accomplishments from the report:

Partners – Our chapter collaborates with organizations and individuals as part of our education and conservation
work, including community engagement and policy advocacy. The list ranges from public agencies (Hovey Lake
FWA, Patoka River NWR, JJ Audubon S. P., Mesker Park Zoo & Botanic Gardens, Tekoppel Elementary School);
private community engagement and science partners (Wesselman Woods, Patchwork Central, Sycamore Land Trust,
Indiana Audubon Society); and private individuals (BSA Eagle Scout and Susan Fowler, storytelling artist and
scientist).

National Audubon's Gregoriah Hartman, Director, Network Action & Leadership Development, was impressed
enough by our chapter report to write: “I just read through your report and WELL DONE! It looks great. I am truly
floored by the sheer number of partnerships your chapter maintains – almost 20! That's incredible. You all are
clearly keystones in your community.”

Activities – Our myriad activities ranged from programs, board meetings, field trips, Christmas Bird Counts, Jr.
Birders, outreach events (Mesker Zoo Earth Day celebration), social event (annual potluck), education and
conservation grants, advocacy, Ohio Valley Birding Festival, and birding classes (Families of a Feather – Wesselman
Woods).

Goals and Priorities – Last year we started our “Events Committee” with the goal to provide outreach to the public at
area events. Our display at Mesker Zoo's 'Party for the Planet' Earth Day celebration featured birdy games for kids
and QR codes on displays to reduce use of disposable items. This year we plan to be at Wesselman Woods Earth
Day event. Our website was overhauled to give it a fresh appearance and hopefully attract potential new members.
One of this year's goals is to successfully fill all open positions for officers, directors and committee chairs in order
to continue these important activities that our membership expects!

This is where you come in, please review the report from the Nominations Committee inside this newsletter and
volunteer!! Many hands make light work.













NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT – MANY OPENINGS NEED TO BE FILLED!!

First, the nominations committee would like to thank all of the Officers, Directors and Committee Chairs who have
decided not to serve again because they are either term-limited or consider it is time to take a break after many years
serving on the Board. They want to give other members the opportunity to carry on with the important and
necessary work that make Evansville Audubon able to function. Without a complete and functioning slate of
officers and directors, we will not be able to conduct the business necessary to continue as an effective chapter of
National Audubon (see front page article on the recent praise Evansville Audubon received regarding their annual
chapter report to National).

Following is the draft slate of candidates for our annual election in June. As you can see, we have several positions
with vacancies. If you can devote a couple of hours for each of the 5 board meetings every other month Sept. thru
May (June is the annual election and potluck), please contact Brian Taylor, President, brian.taylor@par.consulting,
or Sue Vernier, Treasurer, rsavcaver2@gmail.com. They will be happy to answer any questions regarding job
descriptions, etc.

Officers:
President – VACANCY (outgoing president is term limited)
Vice-President – Richard Vernier
Treasurer – Sue Vernier
Secretary – VACANCY (outgoing secretary is term limited)

Directors, term ending 2025:
Phil Copp
Pat Copp
Jim Kimsey
Jacob Scheller

Directors, term ending 2026:
Eric Howard
Jeremy Ross
VACANCY
VACANCY

Directors, term ending 2027:
Pam Kimsey
VACANCY
VACANCY
VACANCY

Committee Chairs:
Programs – VACANCY
Jr. Birders - VACANCY
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Evansville Audubon Society Minutes January 16, 2024

Program: at 6:00 PM – “Cranes Over Indiana” presented by the International Crane Foundation. The
program focused on both the Sandhill and Whooping Cranes, their history, and current conservation. 
(by zoom)

Business Meeting convened at 7:03, by zoom only, No quorum, five board members present, vote by email will be
needed for expenditures

Minutes: November 2023 meeting minutes approved

Treasurer's report, December 2023, (distributed by email):

Previous Month's Checking Account Balance: $5552.19
Income – Donation – Appeal letter $570, National Audubon Base Payment $1035, Interest $0.02, Total Income
$1605.02
Expenses: Wesselman Woods $300, Program Fee Intl Crane Foundation $100, Total Expenses $400.00
Current Checking Account Balance: $6757.21, Checking Without Reserves: $2583.72
Reserve Account Balances: Education & Conservation - $187.33, Jr. Birders $280.00 , Lewis Memorial $3,706.16
Total $4173.49
Other Accounts: Bulk Mail $15.59, Savings $5.09, Certificate of Deposit $4,342,14, Total $4,362.82

Expended Education & Conservation Money
Hover Lake FWA $900
Eagle Scout Bird Feeding $220
Tekoppel School Grant $700
IN Audubon - Wood Thrush $560
Wesselman Woods $300

Expended Lewis Memorial
$303.84

Treasurer's note - To date we have received only $2125 in response to our donation appeal so we will be short in the
reserve account to meet our outstanding $600 commitment to Patchwork Central and a new education grant request
of $800 from our Audubon Ambassador, Susan Fowler. A few more donations may trickle in; however, with the
$1035 payment from National and the realization of savings from our online only newsletter, we will have sufficient
general funds to cover these two requests.  

Committee Reports:
Field Trips - Field trip planned for February 3 to Land Between the Lakes, meet at Columbia Sports Store in
Henderson at 6:00 AM. Expect waterfowl, gulls, raptors
Programs- March 19 th 2024 “Natives and You” by Donnarae of Ancient Roots Native Nursery
Junior Birders- no activity scheduled
Conservation-
-Weed Wrangle, Saturday March 16 at North Woods.
-IDEM meeting on March 8 at Oaklyn Library, 6:00, to discuss and take comments on the state's Climate Pollution
Reduction Grant.
- A letter was submitted on behalf of EAS in support of a grant application for IRA funds ($200,000) for tree



planting in underserved neighborhoods that is being prepared by the City of Evansville (Z. Garcia, S. Dickerson)
Education and Conservation Grants- Susan Fowler has requested $800 to make her outreach presentations to
schools, scouts, community groups, festivals, camps, and more. In Susan's report for 2023 she reached 409 students
at Daniel Wertz, Tekoppel, Joshua Academy, Dexter, Evansville Christian, Thomkins, and Harwood schools, and
Owensboro Museum Science/History.
Due to lack of a quorum, an email vote will be taken.

Events – No events scheduled

Media/Marketing- No update

Old Business : Annual meeting in June. We will need to elect a new President and a new Secretary, and four new
Directors. Other officers and directors (not term limited) are eligible to continue.

New Business:
- The chapter certification report was sent to National Audubon.
- Climate Watch is Audubon’s biannual community science program that enlists
volunteer bird-lovers across North America to tally for twelve target bird species. Our winter session begins on
January 15 and runs through February 15.

Items from the floor: none

Bird observations: several interesting regional sightings have been reported - Ross's goose, Red crossbill, Prairie
falcon, Northern shrike

Meeting adjourned at about 8:00

Submitted by Niles Rosenquist, Secretary




