Evansville Audubon Society Minutes September 20, 2022
meeting by Zoom and in person
Program: at 6:15 PM – “What's New at Eagle Slough and Columbia Mine Preserve” by Sycamore Land Trust, Susan Haislip
Daleke, Administrative Director. Special Guest: 6:00 PM Nicholas Braeman told us about his Eagle Scout project for the fishing line
receptacles at Blue Grass. Jim Campbell has checked them three times, they are being used.
Business Meeting convened at 7:15, quorum present
Minutes: approved as distributed by email
Treasurer's report: Proposed budget for 2022-2023: emailed to the Board, $ 686 in the red, which is sustainable for now, but long
term we need to make changes. The largest expense is printing and mailing the newsletter ($892) and we need to consider
converting to email distribution, which other chapters have done, with hard copy offered to only those who specifically request.
Approved as distributed. Donation appeal letter: will go out in October. There was discussion and request for suggestions on its
content and on new individuals and businesses we could be sent to. Treasurer Report: emailed to the Board, Checking Account
Balance $1355.77, Bulk Mail $130.18 , CD $4180.42, Checking w/o reserves $1034.93, Reserve Accounts 320.84 (includes
Education and Conservation $40.84, Memorials for Jr Birders $280 ), paid $300 to Susan Fowler for additional programs and $22
IN Business Entity fee and received $70 donation.
Field Trips: Sept. 23 at Burdette Park at 5 pm, 13 people. 37 species, Sept. 30 at Howell Wetlands at 5pm, Oct. 8 at Howell
wetlands 8am, Goose Pond FWA- Oct. 29 at 6:15am, Bob Meier- Field Trip Chair Birderbob68@yahoo.com
Programs: November 15 th “Restoring Wetlands Along the Lower Wabash River” by Carrie Parmenter, Lower Wabash Project
Director, The Nature Conservancy
Junior Birders: Oct. 8 at Howell Wetlands, 8am
Conservation: Sue Vernier reported sending a letter to the IDNR on behalf of EAS and at the request of the Nature Center in
support of the Nature Center's efforts to acquire the 41 acres just south of the nature preserve from the U of E. Our letter will be
helpful to show local support. Niles reported that the recreational development in Wesselman Park has been scaled back, no tennis
stadium, new road, or parking lot, no trees removed only the pickleball courts in the open field remain in the plan. Much discussion
on using the nearby open ground (par 3 golf course, “Roberts Park”) for pickleball to avoid congestion within the Park. Niles gave a
brief update on CenterPoint's “Integrated Resource Plan” that had its first session in August.
Education & Conservation Grants: We still have a commitment to Tekoppel School for $ 400 ( $400 already paid) to be paid when
funds are available from the new appeal. A final report was received from Susan Fowler on her activities supported by last year's
grant. Paid $300 to Susan Fowler ( see above)
Events: Amanda Joest has volunteered to chair a new Events committee. Amanda has already been doing events, such as Party
for the Planet at the Zoo and a Girl Scout Unleash Strong event at Camp Carson. Volunteers needed for the committee.
Old Business: none
New Business: We received a request from Elizabeth Sankovitch “we have asked mourners to make donations to the Evansville
Audubon Society in memory of my Dad R. Jack Lewis, Jr. My siblings and I would like to use the donations for a special bird project
(to be determined in November) with a memorial plaque in Dad’s memory. Once we know the total of the donations, we can meet
with you to brainstorm ideas. Dad loved feeding his birds and watching the hawks and eagle soar over his home“ Ms. Sankovitch
had met some of us when a rare spotted tohee appeared at her feeder and some of us remembered Mr. Lewis attending field trips.
Jim Lodato has been working with Seton Harvest to develop a bluebird trail. They have between 20 and 30 acres of land on the far
westside, in woods and organic farm production. Jim sees it as an ideal place for a bluebird trail and they are on board. Motion
approved to provide $100 for the project.
Items from the floor: none
Meeting adjourned at 7:35
Submitted by Niles Rosenquist, Secretary

