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A few minutes ago 
every tree was ex-
cited, bowing to the 

roaring storm, waving, 
swirling, tossing their 

branches in glorious 
enthusiasm like wor-
ship.  
 

But though to the 
outer ear these trees 

are now silent, their 
songs never cease.  
 

John Muir 

Welcome back everyone and hello to new members! 
 
With this issue we begin another year of serving and exploring the Tri-State region.  I 
say Tri-State region because Evansville Audubon Society really encompasses far be-
yond just Evansville.  I myself live in Gibson County, near the city of Princeton.  Others 
live in Newburgh and New Harmony.  Still others hail from Kentucky.  Our field trips 
range all around the area.  Whether it is a trip to Twin Swamps in Posey County to see 
the birds and the cypress trees, a jaunt to John James Audubon State Park in Hender-
son Kentucky to see the wildflowers in the spring or the wonderful museum, a trip to 
see the fall colors in Illinois' Shawnee National Forest, or a chance to see the endan-
gered Interior Least Terns at Cane Ridge Wildlife Management Area in Gibson County, 
we just can't seem to sit at home.  This isn't to say that we ignore Evansville, on the 
contrary many of our activities revolve around Wesselman Woods Nature Preserve, 
Howell Wetlands and Eagle Slough.  My point is, if you want to learn about and see the 
natural areas of the Tri-State region, we're 
your ticket to adventure. 
 

This year, we're asking our members if 
they want to continue to receive the 
printed version of the newsletter or opt for 
an electronic version with color photos 
and graphics as well as expanded con-
tent.  Don't worry, we will be producing a printed newsletter for a long time to come but 
increases in printing and mailing costs are outstripping our income and we don't want to 
have to cut back on our programs and our educational support.  Besides, think of all 
those trees you can help save. 
 

After years of service, Carol Pettys is turning the Christmas Bird Count over to new 
director Brian Taylor.  Thank you Carol and welcome Brian! 
 

Planning has begun for the Third Annual Ohio Valley Birding Festival.  There may be 
some changes this year as Evansville Audubon takes over more of the responsibilities 
but the event will look much the same, and may even grow.  Stay tuned. 
 

Things are moving forward with Patoka River National Wildlife Refuge as well.  Hope-
fully we will learn this year that the refuge will be able to acquire the 1150 acre tract that 
we have been pushing for.  Other activities planned for the refuge will include providing 
volunteers for planned improvements to the Maxey Birding Trail and continuing to sup-
port the launch of the “Friends” group. 
 

Looks like a busy year. 
 

On a sad note, this summer we lost long-time member and supporter Lois Gorrell.  Lois 
had been with Evansville Audubon since its early days and had served as Director, 
Membership Chair, and Vice-President.  She will be missed. 

 
Good Birding,  

    Richard Vernier 
 

 

 

 

 

….. if you want to learn about and see 
the natural areas of the Tri-State  region, 
we're your ticket to adventure. 
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EAS Minutes May 19, 2009 
 

Debbie Goedde presented an interesting program on butterflies.  
Her enthusiasm is contagious. 
 
Vice President Lois Schmidt convened the meeting at 8:10. She 
reported for the treasurer.  The only expenditures were those 
voted on at the previous meeting. 
 
Newsletter Editor and Webmaster Judi Russell will renew the 
website for $99 and turn in the bill. 
 
Education: Carol Pettys reported that Tim Griffith is in charge of 
the EAS sponsored Jr. Birder’s Club for teenagers.  So far there 
have been few attendees, but they are quite knowledgeable.  She 
also displayed various ‘thank you’s from those receiving grants. 
 
Lois Schmidt presented the list of nominees for the June election. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 8:33 
Carolyn Bennett, Secretary 
 
 

EAS Minutes June 16, 2009 
 
Following a great picnic, Bill Vieth presented a very 
interesting series of bird photographs.  Many were 
of birds in action, catching prey, feeding young, etc. 
 
President Dick Vernier convened the Annual Mem-
bership Meeting at 8:15. 
The minutes were approved as printed.  Dick read 
a report from the treasurer.  Checking balance 
$3558.54, CD $4558.25 with a maturity of 11-26-
09. 
 
Program: Steve Heeger is looking for suggestions for next year. 
Summer planning meeting will be hosted by Virginia and Bill Sim-
mons Sat., Aug. 29 at 3 PM to be followed by a potluck. 
 
Conservation: Sue Vernier suggests we thank Senator Lugar and 
Congressman Ellsworth for their support of Patoka NWR.  It looks 
like funding may really come through. 
 
Nominating: Sue presented the slate of officers and directors as 
printed in the June newsletter.  Following a motion by Jack 
Schmidt, all were elected. 
 
Newsletter:  Enthusiastic comments were made about the online 
version of the newsletter available on the website.  Discussion 
ensued about giving people the option of getting only the online 
version which can show more, including color pictures. 
 
Audit Committee. Steve and Delores Heeger agreed to serve.. 
 

Old Business: Don Batema expects to hear about his Forever Green 
application by Aug 1. 
 
Bird Sightings:  Jessica Franck reported birds nesting on the Bur-
lington Coat Factory sign.  Verniers reported good sightings on a 
Kirtland Warbler tour in Michigan. 
 
Meeting adjourned 8:45 
Carolyn Bennett, Secretary 
 

 

Visit our Website at www.evvaudubon.org 
Latest information regarding field trips, pho-
tos, recent bird counts, etc. 

 

Contact the webmaster at:   
therussells.golf@yahoo.com 

Upcoming Field Trips 
 

Saturday, September 19, there  will be a field trip to Howell Wet-
lands on Evansville’s west side, at 8:00 am. This will be led by Jim 
Lodato. Meet at the Wetlands’ parking lot.  

Calendar of Events 
 

Tuesday, September 15, 7:00 PM, Wesselman Woods Nature 
Preserve. “Birding Adventure in Cuba,” by Chuck Mills.  Join us 
beforehand for dinner and camaraderie at 5:30 PM at the Eastland 
Mall Food Court. 

 
Tuesday, October 20, 7:00 PM, Wesselman Woods 
Nature Preserve.  “Where Waters Wed:  Southwestern 
Indiana,” by Greg Meyer.  Join us beforehand for dinner 
and camaraderie at 5:30 PM at the Eastland Mall Food 
Court. 
 

 
 
Tuesday, December 15, Wesselman Woods Nature Preserve, 

Christmas Sharing.  Each person bring a 
favorite covered dish, table service and 
drink. Following the meal, we will have a 
show-and-tell of some of your favorite na-
ture memories.  Please bring prints, slides 
or digital. 
 

  

By all these lovely tokens September days are here, 
With summer's best of weather  
And autumn's best of cheer.  
 

                                              …….Helen Hunt Jackson 
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      eNewsletter vs Paper Copy: 
 

We would like to know how many of you 
are interested in discontinuing the paper 
version of this newsletter. There is a .pdf 
version available on our website at 
www.evvaudubon.org  

 
The online version includes photographs and color graphics that we 
cannot use in the paper version (cost prohibitive!) A cost saving 
would be obtained by not mailing paper copies to anyone who pre-
fers the online version. If you are interested in discontinuing your 
paper subscription to this newsletter, please contact Steve Heeger 
at sdheeger@sbcglobal.net with your name, mailing address to be 
deleted and email address so we can notify you when the online 
version is available.                                 

Judith RussellJudith RussellJudith RussellJudith Russell    

Field Trip: Cane Ridge WMA 
 
Saturday, August 22, , Chuck Mills reported 
that six birders participated in Saturday's 
birding trip. Though an accurate list was not 
kept, probably 50 to 60 species were seen, 
including Caspian, Foresters and Black 
Terns, as well as several Least Tern 

adults catching fish.  Due to the water level, the only shorebirds 
were Wilson's Snipe and Spotted, Solitary and Least Sandpipers 

Conservation News 
 

ABC Petition to Ban Import  
Crops with Pesticide Residue 

 

American Bird Conservancy has petitioned the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) to ban the import of crops containing any 
residues of 13 pesticides that are banned or restricted for use in 
the United States. These pesticides are highly toxic to birds, but 
are commonly used on crops throughout Latin America where 
many species of U.S. migratory birds spend the winter months. In 
addition to the environmental risks to birds, several of these chemi-
cals also pose a risk to agricultural workers. 
 
“Allowing residues of these hazardous pesticides on imported food 
gives tacit U.S. approval to foreign countries to use chemicals that 
are known to be deadly to U.S. migratory birds,” said Dr. Michael 
Fry, American Bird Conservancy’s Director of Conservation Advo-
cacy. “EPA has an obligation under Executive Order 13186, the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, and the Endangered Species Act to en-
sure that migratory birds are not harmed.” 
 
 
Many Latin American countries that currently use these pesticides 
export coffee, bananas, citrus crops, and other fruits and vegeta-
bles to the United States. Agricultural areas – in particular shade 
coffee farms – provide valuable habitat for migratory birds, and so 
pesticide use in these areas can pose a significant threat to bird 
populations.  
 
“The EPA must protect U.S. migratory birds on their wintering 
grounds by preventing these pesticides from being imported on 
food products,” says Dr. Fry. “Doing so will encourage the use of 
safer pesticides and organic farming practices by foreign growers, 
at least for those crops that are imported into the U.S.”  
American Bird Conservancy is seeking to revoke the import toler-
ances for cadusafos, cyproconazole, diazinon, dithianon, diquat, 
dimethoate, fenamiphos, mevinphos, methomyl, naled, phorate, 
terbufos, and dichlorvos.  

 
The Avian Incident Monitoring 
System (AIMS), a database of 
bird-pesticide interactions main-
tained for the public by American 
Bird Conservancy, has records of 
bird deaths resulting from nearly 
all of the 13 petitioned pesticides 
before they were cancelled in the 
U.S. For example, 388 birds, in-
cluding cedar waxwings, mourn-
ing doves, and bluebirds were 
killed by fenamiphos; phorate 

killed nearly 3,000 birds in 32 separate incidents, among them 
black necked stilts, eastern bluebirds, and many waterfowl. 
 

The full petition is available at  
http://www.abcbirds.org/newsandreports/releases/090730_petition.html 
 
Taken from BirdWire eNewsletter of American Bird Conservancy, August 
edition 

EAS Minutes– Planning Session 
 

August 29, 2009 
 

The organizational meeting was brought to order by president Richard 
Vernier on August 29, 2009.  Sue Vernier passed out copies of the 
budget. and a list of members and officers. The audit committee report was 
okayed by Steve Heeger.  Sue Vernier gave the August treasurer's report 
in Ted Hitch's absence:  

 

 

 

 

Ron Russell made a motion to accept and Sarah Karges The budget was 
passed.  seconded.  There will be a sign-up sheet at September's meeting 
for refreshments.  Discussion was held about historical documents.  Sarah 
Karges will handle membership and the listing of programs. Jim Lodato will 
be the field trip chairman.  The trips will be on the third Saturday following 
the monthly meeting.  The first one will be on September 19 at 8:00 am at 
Howell Wetlands.  Checking will be done on liability insurance for field 
trips.  Steve Heeger has several programs planned for the year.  Susan 
Haslip talked about the Birding Festival.  The festival will be sponsored in 
2010 by EAS.  Carol Pettys moved to accept and Sue Vernier sec-
onded.  Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 5:30 pm followed by a pot-
luck dinner at Virginia Simmons' home.               Joyce Padfield,  Secretary 

Checking: $2,473.48 

CD (matures 11/26)   $4,646.24  

Expenses:  

Collaborative Grant to WNS    $750.00 

Annual Donation to WWNP $250.00 

Bulk Mailing Balance $234.00 
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President: Richard Vernier  (812) 385-5058 
Newsletter Editor: Judi Russell, (812) 491-7256, therussells.golf@yahoo.com 
 

Moving? Send change of address to: 
Steve Heeger 
15340 Cemetery Road 
Evansville, IN 47725 
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Wesselman Woods Nature Preserve 
551 North Boeke Road 
Evansville, IN 47711 

The mission of the Evansville 

Audubon Society is to promote 

the awareness of and apprecia-

tion for birds and other wildlife 

and their habitats through educa-

tion and conservation. 

Not an EVANSVILLE AUDUBON SOCIETY member? Join now and become a member of the National Audubon Society as well. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                
Chapter Code C9ZH030Z 

___ $20: 1 year introductory rate 
___ $15: 1 year Student/ Senior (62 and over) rate 
___ $30: 2 year Special Rate 
 
___ My check enclosed       
Checks payable to: National Audubon Society 
 

Mail to: Ted Hitch, EAS Treasurer, 8713 Camellia Drive, Evansville, IN 47711 
 
Name ___________________________________________________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________ 
 
City __________________________________   State _______    ZIP_______________ 

If this is for a gift, please include name and address of person giving gift: 
 
Name ___________________________________________________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________ 
 
City __________________________________   State _______    ZIP _________________ 


