Volume 40 No. 5, October—- November, 2010 Wesselman Woods Nature Preserve 551 North Boeke Road, Evansville, IN 47711

E

Evansvil

DIRD

e Audubon Society Newsletter

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Page 2
Minutes
Conservation Matters

Page 3
Calendar of Events
Verbatim
Banded Sandhill Cranes
Birdwatching Quiz

Christmas Bird Counts

We can use any help
we can get on any
of the counts!!

Warrick County
December 29, 2010

Posey County
January 1, 2011

Vanderburgh County
December 18, 2010

Western Gibson County
December 19, 2010

Oakland City
January 2, 2011

Contacts:
Vanderburgh and Posey
Brian Taylor at 812-480-0588

Western Gibson
Chuck Mills at
ccmills@wowway.com

Warrick and Oakland City
Dan Collins at 812-499-8121

A Day for Birding

Submitted by Susan Haislip

A number of Evansville Audubon Society members were among the birders
who joined Wesselman Nature Society's Canoe Evansville program for a day
of birding in the Patoka River National Wildlife Refuge on September
25th. On what was perhaps the most beautiful day of the year, a group of
twenty three began the day with a brief introductory hike at the Dillon Bot-
toms Moist Soil wetland area in eastern Pike County. Though it was not
much of a wetland this day due to the current drought, the property is known
to attract a wide variety of waterfowl, shorebirds, raptors and other species
throughout the year. Participants were encouraged to return again on their
own for more extensive birding.

Next the group traveled to nearby Pikeville where they

began a seven mile paddle down the Patoka River. Thirty three spe-
= cies of birds were positively identified when participants were not
distracted by paddling the River! Many other species were heard,
including quite a few warblers, but were not positively identified. No-
table finds were a Belted Kingfisher, Wood Ducks, Red Shouldered
Hawks, Barred Owl, Tennessee Warbler and Red- and White eyed
Vireos. The group gathered once riverside for a rest break and quick
snack before completing the journey downriver to Survant, Indi-
ana This last section was perhaps the most challenging due to the
low water levels and exposed woody debris, but everyone paddled it quite capably! All in all,
everyone seemed to have a terrific day discovering these local birding areas.

Hello fellow Audubon Society Members,

We have the following position open this year. Please let me know if you would
be interested in being on the committee. Thanks! ........ Brian Taylor

Program Chair

The task of the program chair is to solicit and coordinate the monthly program
speakers (usually from ideas received from the membership at the annual sum-
mer planning meeting). The chair communicates with the speakers as to time
and place and whether equipment is needed and introduces the speaker at the
monthly program.

Look for Field Trip announcements on our
website www.evvaudubon.org The list was
not available when the newsletter went to
the printer.
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EAS MINUTES
October 21, 2010

The meeting was called to order by President Brian Taylor at 6:15pm at the downtown library in the Browning

Officers for 2010

Room B. There were no corrections to the minutes. The program was presented by Dr. Ross Brittain who
Brian Taylor discussed NAS vision for bird conservation in Indiana.
President

Richard Vernier
Vice President

The treasurer's report was given by Chris Pace:
The CD balance as of 8/31/10 $4,713.71
Checking acct. balance - $9,405.80

L.D. Harry gave a report on the Ohio Valley Birding Festival. Carol Pettys made a motion to submit a $500

Chris Pace grant request for the OVBF to National Audubon.s Collaborative Fund. Sue Vernier seconded the motion and

Treasurer it was approved.

Joyce Padfield Sue Vernier gave an update on the status of land acquistion at Patoka River NWR. So far this year the

Secretary refuge has acquired 200 acres and is seeking appraisals on over 1100 more acres in October; however the
) refuge does not have enough money to acquire all 1100 acres without additional LWCF funding. Peabody has

Directors for 2010 accepted the price offer for the Columbia Mine property but internal issues at Peabody has delayed signing of

a final purchase agreement.

Don Batema

Susan Haislip We need an education chair and a program chair starting starting in January. Lois Schmidt volunteered to

Sarah Karges be in charge of hospitality.

i?rol-: g?‘ntgnowith The October 19 program will be presented by Dan Collins, a local birder, at 6:30pm in the Central Library

Judith Russell Browning Event room. The November 16 program will be presented by Jessica Franck. Richard Vernier gave

Ron Russell a brief report on the parks board public hearing he attended regarding the sports complex proposal for Roberts

Jessica Franck
Jason Reffett

Stadium and Wesselman Park. As a result of the presentations at that meeting and a subsequent redesign of
the proposed facilities nearest the preserve in an area of special concern, a follow up letter from Evansville

Stephen Rose Audubon will be sent to Mayor Weinzapfel advising that "EAS agrees that if the recommendations made by the
Bart Wilson consultant-shielded lighting. distriibuted low level public address systems, rain gardens, attention to drainage
Evan Speck and so on, are properly implemented, then the impacts to WWNP should be minimal" The letter goes on to
Committee Members state that greenspace for unstructured activities is still more desirable but "to confine ourselves to the impacts
for 2010 on WWNP, the proposed plan has the potential to be an improvement over the existing situation."

Steve Heeger
Delores Heeger

Greg Meyer reported on the Eagle Slough project. A grant is anticipated for the observation deck. Jane
Magary from Wesselmans Nature Society was present and wanted to answer any questions we might have.

Sue Vernier Birds observed: Summer Tanager at the Verniers. Also a Barn Owl Wesselmans Nature Center, Black
Carolyn Bennett Crowned Night Herons at Falls of the Ohio by Brian Taylor and Jason Reffett, and Least Terns seen at New
Vivian Ruff Harmony.

Nancy Hitch

Ted Hitch

Carol Pettys

WILDLIFE

Meeting adjourned at 8:45pm. Joyce Padfield, secretary.

CODSQI’V&tiOD Mattersg: Ssue Vemier

i( I'm pleased to report on the status of this year's land acquisition at Patoka River National Wildlife Refuge and, as usual,
NaTionaL | Make a request for your phone calls of support.

reruce | 1N€ critical Columbia Mine property acquisition is in the home stretch. A price offer was made to Peabody and the offer
sysTEm |Was accepted; but due to internal issues at Peabody, the signing of a final purchase agreement has been delayed.

Regarding other properties from willing sellers, the Refuge has acquired 200 acres and is seeking appraisals on over
1100 more acres in October; however, the Refuge Manager does not have enough money to acquire all 1100 acres without additional
Land & Water Conservation Fund money. Unfortunately, Congressman Ellsworth's request for $1.6 million in the House appropriations
did not make it through committee; but we still have a chance in the Senate where Senator Lugar did request $412,000 for the Refuge.

Here is how you can help! Please call Senator Lugar's office at 202-224-4814 and thank him for his continued support for the Refuge
and ask him to push for LWCF funding for Patoka River NWR in the final spending bill. [Remember, LWCF money comes from offshore
oil and gas drilling royalties--dollars raised from depleting one natural resource is used to protect another.]
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Calendar of Events

-4 /= Tuesday, October 19, at the Central Library Brown-
| *Y ing Event Room at 6:30pm, Dan Collins, a local
\ /x_birder, spotted 86 species of birds in southern Indiana in

\Wﬁ/]\ one day. We will learn about his preparation and plan to

achieve this state-record-breaking list. He will also speak
about some tips and tricks to make us all better birders. His pres-
entation will touch on a wide range of topics, including field guides,
equipment, in-the-field techniques, listing, field notes, bird distribu-
tion, bird biology, behavior, and vocalizations. He’s an inspiration
to birders at all skill levels. Business meeting will be afterward at
7:30 pm.

Tuesday, November 16: at the Central Library Browning Event
Room at 6:30pm, Jessica Franck. The program will focus on the
d zoo's white-mantled colobus monkeys, specifi-
g | cally ababy that was born in November 2009.
| The baby required intensive, hands-on care to
¥4 survive, but the goal was always to keep her with
f’ her mother so she would have proper primate

- social skills. Jessica will detail some of the chal-
lenges and how the zoo's dedicated staff was
able to overcome them. Garnet is now almost a

year old and doing very well.

Busmess meeting will be afterward at 7:30 pm

Tuesday, December 21, 6:00 PM, Christmas Sharing, Mark
your calendars.

Location to be announced in the December News-
letter for Christmas Sharing. Each person bring a

favorite covered dish, table service and drink. Fol- SOF
lowing the meal, we will have a show-and-tell of
some of your favorite nature memories. Please

bring prints, slides or digital (CD.)
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Verbatim... Submitted by Sue Vernier

The Senate's top global warming skeptic is confident that he will
reclaim the gavel of the Environment and Public Works Committee
next year. "l'll be chairman", Oklahoma Republican James Inhofe
said in an interview in September. With an outside chance that Re-
publicans will win back the Senate this fall, Inhofe is already making
plans to overhaul the powerful panel. His top priority, he says, is to
stop "wasting time" on global warming hearings. "We haven't really
been doing anything because they've been wasting all of our time

on all that silly stuff, all the hearings on global warming and all that,"
Inhofe said.

You will notice that | am not making any follow-up comments, just
using the words from his mouth. Evansville Audubon cannot en-
dorse candidates or tell people how to vote in the election, but intel-
ligent people will figure out what this means.

Banded Sandhill Cranes

Several researchers have been banding
Sandhill Cranes in the Midwest and are
interested in receiving information about the
movement of these birds. Note the date,
location, and the color and order of bands
on the left and right legs (bands may be
above or below the "knees"). Some may
also have letters or numbers.

Observations and/or photographs should be
reported via email to the International Crane
Foundation at http://www.savingcranes.org You may also call 815-
675-2386 ext. 317 if you would like to speak with someone directly.

Unscramble each of the clue wordg or
phrases.

[ ]

Take the letters that appear in = boxeg
and unscramble them for the final message.

Solution in next edition! Thanks to Susan
Haiglip for the contribution of thi¢ puzzlel!
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Visit our Website at
www.evvaudubon.org
Latest information regarding
field trips, photos, recent bird
counts, etc.

Contact the webmaster at:
therussells.golf@yahoo.com

Interested in endangered species??

The Indiana Endangered Species list can be

reached via the DNR Wildlife Diversity Section page:
http://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/2356.htm
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The mission of the Evansville
Audubon Society is to promote
the awareness of and apprecia-
tion for birds and other wildlife
and their habitats through educa-

Moving? Send change of address to:
tion and conservation.

Steve Heeger

15340 Cemetery Road
Evansville, IN 47725

Not an EVANSVILLE AUDUBON SOCIETY member? Join now and become a member of the National Audubon Society as well.

___$20: 1 year introductory rate Mail to: Chris Pace, EAS Treasurer, 8722 Whirlaway Drive, Newburgh, IN 47630
__ $15: 1 year Student/ Senior (62 and over) rate
__ $30: 2 year Special Rate Name
___ My check enclosed Address
Checks payable to: National Audubon Society
City State ZIP
email

If this is for a gift, please include name and address of person giving gift:

Name

Address

City State ZIP

4 Chapter Code C9ZH030Z



