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Birds sing after a storm; 

why shouldn't people 

feel as free to delight in 

whatever remains to 

them?  

~Rose F. Kennedy 

 

Goose Pond Trip 
 

éééééééé.Reported by Jim Lodato 
 

On November 19, 19 individuals traveled to or met at Goose Pond FWA in Greene 
County, Indiana in hopes of seeing some cool birds like Sandhill and Whooping 
cranes, raptors, ducks, geese, shorebirds and songbirds. The birding group left Evans-
ville at 7:00 a.m. and LD Harry was kind enough to bring his church van which helped 
about 10 people travel 
with him.  
 
Those that made the jour-
ney endured 25mph 
winds and a cool rain with 
temps mostly in the 40's. 
In all, 33 species of birds 
were sighted as well as 
numerous deer. The high-
light of the day was when 
3 large white birds were 
sighted about 500 yards 
away. On a closer look, 
the birds had a long white 
neck, too thin to be a 
swan and walking on 
land. A red crown was spotted! 
 
Yes!!! 3 Whooping cranes. Suddenly 2 more joined and now there were 5 Whoopers. 
20 minutes later 3 Whoopers were spotted 30 yards from the road where everyone got 
plenty of pictures. 9 eagles, Snow and Canada geese, 6 species of ducks, 4 species of 
hawks, numerous coots and songbirds later a flock of 18 Sandhill cranes decided to fly 
right over our caravan no more than 30 yards up and land in a field 50 yards away.  
 
What a view! Despite the rainy weather, it was an enjoyable and memorable day. Hope 
to see you on the CBC (see page 5).  
 
See page 5 for a different perspective of the same field trip. 
 
On Saturday February 18, 2012 Evansville Audubon will take a field 
trip to Cane Ridge, Gibson Lake, and Parts of Patoka River National 
Wildlife Refuge. We will be looking for waterfowl, raptors and song-
birds. Watch for details. 
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EAS MINUTES 
Meeting November 15, 2011 

 After a program on Malaysia by board member Jessica 
McCauley, primate keeper at Mesker Park Zoo, the meeting 
was called to order by Vice-President Richard Vernier at 
8:55PM.  The September and October minutes were approved 
as printed.  The treasurer's report was not available.   
  Committee Reports:  Carol Pettys reported 
she could use more counters for Vanderburgh CBC 12/17.  

Susan Haislip advised that Heath 
Hamilton also needs counters for 
the Oakland City CBC 12/31.  
Carol Pettys passed around a 
thank you note to EAS from the 
New Tech Institute biology class.  
Carol wants to contact area 
schools now about the education 
grants.  Deadline for schools to 

submit their applications will be first of January with final selec-
tion by end of January.  Jim Lodato announced a field trip to 
Sauerheber Unit of Sloughs WMA, Jan. 21 (the Nov. 19th trip to 
Goose Pond FWA was announced prior to the start of tonight's 
meeting).  Dick Vernier suggested a February field trip to Pa-
toka River NWR; Susan Haislip proposed that it be scheduled 
during the GBBC.  Susan reported that the OVBF received an 
Audubon collaborative funding grant of 
$330.  She and Steve Heeger are request-
ing help for hikes and family day events 
during OVBF.  Carol Pettys is excited 
about the new OVBF activities that will be 
offered.  Sue Vernier reported on a victory 
for the environment with the delay of a de-
cision on the Keystone XL pipeline while 
an assessment of potential alternative 
routes is undertaken.          
 Old Business:  Steve Heeger re-
ported that the newsletter mailing was de-
layed due to the Post Office changing its 
hours of operation and Veterans Day.  Newsletters should be in 
the mailbox this week. 
  
Items from the Floor:  New member, Chris Newman, was intro-
duced.  Bird sightings were shared.    
Meeting adjourned at 9:17PM. 
 
Sue Vernier, Secretary             
 

 

Interested in endangered species?? 
 
The Indiana Endangered Species list can be reached via the 
DNR Wildlife Diversity Section page: 
 http://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/2356.htm 

Ohio Valley Birding Festival 
 
The Ohio Valley Birding Festival will be held April 25-29, 2012. New 
this year is a Limited Mobility hike, Homeschoolers hike, Hovey 
Lake Canoe trip and a team competition for the Big Day hike. Our 
key note speaker this year is Chuck Mills with the key note address 
scheduled for Saturday, April 28, at the EVSC Career Center As-
sembly Hall. Family Day will be held on Saturday, April 28, at the 
Nature Center at Wesselman Woods Nature Preserve.  
 
Returning van hike favorites include Squaw Creek and Warrick 
County, Patoka River National Wildlife Refuge, Goose Pond Fish 
and Wildlife Area, Cane Ridge Unit of Patoka River National Wildlife 
Refuge, and Twin Swamps. Free hikes will be held at Wesselman 
Woods Nature Preserve, Eagle Slough Natural Area, Lincoln State 
Park, Howell Wetlands, and John James Audubon State Park. Look 
for updates on our website http://ohiovalleybirdingfestival.org. If you 
would like to volunteer to help with any of these activities, please 
contact LD Harry at 812-867-0144.  

 

Board Vacancies 
 
The Evansville Audubon nominations committee is seeking to fill two 
board of directors vacancies for terms ending 2012. If you are willing 
to help out, please contact Sue Vernier, 812-385-5058, 
rsavcaver2@gmail.com.  
The only requirement is that the director be able to attend at least 
50% of the board meetings from September thru June on the third 
Tuesday of the month. Board meetings are at 8PM at Wesselman 
Woods Nature Preserve.  
 
Due to continuing family obligations, Ron and Judi Russell have 
regretfully had to submit their resignations. On behalf of the board, a 
hearty thank you goes to Ron and Judi for their contributions. The 
good news, however, is that Judi will still be able to continue as our 
very able newsletter editor. 
 

From Thoreau's Walden: 

ñThe [Hindu] Harivansa says, "An abode without birds is like a 
meat without seasoning."  Such was not my abode, for I found 
myself suddenly neighbor to the birds; not by having imprisoned 
one, but having caged myself near them.  I was not only nearer 
to some of those which commonly frequent the garden and the 
orchard, but to those smaller and more thrilling songsters of the 
forest which never, or rarely, serenade a villager -- the Wood 
Thrush, the Veery, the Scarlet Tanager, the Field Sparrow, the 
Whip-poor-will, and many others.ò 

 
 
We had a similar feeling this summer in 
Michigan, with basically the same birds 
(except for the Whip-poor-will), and felt 
a real kinship with Henry David. 
(from Steve Heeger) 

http://www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild/2356.htm
http://ohiovalleybirdingfestival.org/
mailto:rsavcaver2@gmail.com
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Calendar of Events 
2011-2012 

 

The mailing list for this newsletter is provided by the National 
Audubon Society, compromised of National membership in 
our area. Membership in the National Audubon Society auto-
matically makes you a member in the Evansville Audubon So-
ciety. If you have not yet attended an EAS program, make this 
the year that you do. Remember, everyone is welcome to at-
tend our meetings, members and non-members!  We look for-

ward to seeing you.   
 

Tuesday, December 20, 6:00 pm, Wesselman 
Woods Nature Preserve, òFestive Feast and 
ôFotosõ ó Member show and tell follows the feast. 
Each person bring a favorite covered dish, table ser-

vice and drink. Following the meal, we will have a show-and-tell of 
some of your favorite nature memories.  Please bring prints, slides 
or digital (CD.) 
 
Tuesday, January 17, 7:00 pm, Wesselman 
Woods Nature Preserve, òBald Eagle, Natureõ 
s Survivoró Learn about this amazing crea-
tureôs story and where you can see them in our 
area. Presented by Julie McDonald, native of 
northern Illinois, Naturalist (aka program ser-
vices supervisor) at John James Audubon State 
Park.  
Join us beforehand for dinner and camaraderie at 5:30 PM at the 
Eastland Mall Food Court. 

 
Tuesday, February 21, 7:00 pm, Wesselman 
Woods Nature Preserve, òFalconryó Adven-
tures of a local falconer and birder. Pre-
sented by Mel Ladato, retired teacher, Master 
Gardener, Master Naturalist, Evansville Audubon 
Society Board Member, and Board Member of 
Wesselman Nature Society.  
Join us beforehand for dinner and camaraderie 

at 5:30 PM at the Eastland Mall Food Court. 
 
Tuesday, March 20, 7:00 pm, Wesselman 
Woods Nature Preserve, òSounds of Spring,ó 
Frogs and Salamanders of Wesselman Park 
and southern Illinois. Presented by Tom Cer-
vone, Principal/Director of Environmental Ser-
vices Bernardin, Lochmueller, and Associates, Inc. 
Join us beforehand for dinner and camaraderie at 5:30 PM at the 
Eastland Mall Food Court. 
 
Tuesday, April 17, 7:00 pm, Wesselman Woods Nature Pre-

serve, òCaves, Bats, and White Nose Syn-
dromeó Presented by Diana Barber, who 
has been at Mesker Park Zoo and Botanic 
Gardens since 2000 and her duties are many. 

She also teaches a class in environmental conservation at USI. 
Join us beforehand for dinner and camaraderie at 5:30 PM at the East-
land Mall Food Court. 

 
Tuesday, May 15, 7:00 pm, Wesselman Woods Nature 
Preserve, òBirds and Other Wildlife at Patoka Na-
tional Wildlife Refugeó Presented by Heath Hamilton, 
wildlife refuge specialist at Patoka National Wildlife Ref-
uge. 
Join us beforehand for dinner and camaraderie at 5:30 PM at the East-
land Mall Food Court. 
 
Tuesday, June 19, 6:00 pm. Spring Picnic at Shelter #1. Bring a 

covered dish per person, place setting, and drink.  Following 
dinner, Tim Griffith, local birder, hike leader, and owner of 
Wildbirds Unlimited will present ñA Birding Surpriseò 
Annual meeting and election of officers will follow the pro-
gram. 

 Upcoming Field Trips 
 

The January Field Trip will be January 21, 2012 at the Sauerheber Unit 
of the Sloughs WMA. It is located South and West of Henderson, Ky 
and Should take about 45 minutes to get there from Evansville. With a 
little luck, we can see 10's of thousands of geese including Canada 
geese, Snow geese, and White Fronted geese. Bald Eagles as well as 
numerous duck species are known to hang out there. We will meet at 
the Donut Bank on Hwy 41 and Lincoln Ave. at 8:00 a.m. and should 
return to Evansville between 12:00 and 1:00 p.m. éé..Jim Lodato  
 
On Saturday February 18, 2012 Evansville Audubon will take a field 
trip to Cane Ridge, Gibson Lake, and Parts of Patoka River National 
Wildlife Refuge. We will be looking for waterfowl, raptors and song-
birds.  



4  

 

Visit our Website at www.evvaudubon.org 
Latest information regarding field trips, photos,  

recent bird counts, etc. 
 

Contact the webmaster at:  brian.taylor@haubstadt.com  

   

EVANSVILLE AUDUBON SOCIETY  
ESCRIP PROGRAM 

 

Please help the EAS grow while making regular purchases from a Schnucks grocery store.  Pick up a 
Schnucks eScrip Customer Card at the customer service desk.  Go online at:  www.escrip.com/schnucks/jsp to activate your card.  Click 
on "Schnucks eScrip Customer Card" that lists Evansville.  Or you can call:  1-800-931-6258 
Our group ID number is:  500023419. Every time you shop at Schnucks, give the checker your eScrip card to scan.  A percentage of your 
purchases will be contributed to EAS.  If you already have an eScrip card, consider adding Evansville Audubon Society to your existing 
card by making one of the contacts above.  If you have friends who shop at Schnucks, encourage them to register, too.  It's very 
easy!  Questions?  contact Carol:  pettys1234@aol.com or (812) 867-6231 

Visit our Website at www.evvaudubon.org 
Latest information regarding field trips, photos,  

recent bird counts, etc. 
 

Contact the webmaster at:  brian.taylor@haubstadt.com  

òConservation Mattersó 

by Sue Vernier, Conservation Chair 

 

Audubon News:  Victory!  National Audubon reported a win for 
the environment and the battle to control global warming with the 
Obama Administration's postponement of a decision on the pro-
posed  Keystone XL pipline, while an assessment of potential 
alternative routes in Nebraska is undertaken.          
 

This project would facilitate the development of the worldôs dirti-
est oil from Canadaôs tar sands and threaten drinking water and 
the environment along 1,700 miles of the pipelineôs route through 
farms, over ranches, and across towns from the Canadian bor-
der to coastal Louisiana. 
 

This is a significant victory for the thousands of people across 
the country who spoke out against this damaging project and for 
all of us working to curtail climate change. Thank you for your 
continued support of Audubon and our efforts to protect the envi-
ronment for future generations  

 
Friday thru Monday, February 17-20, 2012, 
the Annual Great Backyard Bird Count, a 
joint project of Audubon and The Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology.  
 
Discover and help the birds in your com-
munity. It's fun, family-friendly, and edu-
cational. Free and open to all ages and 
skill levels. Details can be found at 
www.BirdCount.org  

 

Friends of the Patoka River NWR 

News:  
 
Friends of the Refuge and the Evansville Chapter of the Izaak 
Walton League will be building Wood Duck boxes at the IWLA 
chapter house Saturday, January 7, at 9AM to 1PM central stan-
dard time. The location is 4266 Bethany Church Rd., Boonville, 
IN.  
Come join in the fun. 
 Contact Chuck Bauer, wood_duck@hotmail.com, or 
812-426-2891, for details.  
 
Directions to IWLA: From the intersection of the Lloyd express-
way and I-164 junction on the east side of Evansville, go east on 
SR 66 (LLoyd Express-
way) to Yankeetown 
Road. (Yankeetown is the 
first light east of the Alcoa 
and Vectren plants). Turn 
left (north) at Yankeetown 
and go to Bethany Church 
Road. Stay on Bethany 
Church Road untill you 
see the IWLA building 
(you will go through one 4-
way stop) on Bethany 
Church Road. 
 
"In Search of the Sandhill 
Crane"--Meet Friends of 
the Refuge volunteers, Richard and Sue Vernier, on Saturday, 
February 25, at 9AM central time, at the Patoka River National 
Wildlife Refuge office at 510 1/2 West Morton St. (State Hwy 64), 
Oakland City, IN. We will car caravan around the Refuge looking 
for the northward migrating Sandhill Cranes resting and feeding 
in the bottoms. If we are extremely lucky we may even find an 
endangered Whooping Crane migrating with the Sandhills. Ex-
pect also to see migrating ducks and other waterfowl and possi-
bly Bald Eagles. 
 

 

http://www.birdcount.org/
http://media.wiley.com/assets/2/50/fg0-7645-5040-3_0704.jpg
mailto:wood_duck@hotmail.com

